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and Erbil fell, and the province called Diabene to which they
belonged was added to the empire. Instead of inarching
directly on the capital, Trajan then rather surprisingly re-
crossed the Tigris, and turned westwards across the barren,
undulating wilderness which separates the two rivers south
of Mosul. He thus passed, and received the submission of,
Hatra, which lies in its centre, about thirty miles west of
Ashur.

The ruins of this extraordinary city today stand stark and
bare in the midst of a great solitude, and constitute one of the
few surviving stone monuments of Iraq. Nearby there is a
shallow gully, in which a fairly considerable stream of water
flows, for part of the year only. The Arabs call this Wadi
Tharthar, and it is shown in the maps of some of their ancient
geographers as running from the Khabur river diagonally
across the desert to join the Tigris near Tekrit. At present
it is fed in the spring by one or several of the streams running
down from the Sinjar hills, and I have not personally been
able to find any channel which could possibly connect it with
the Syrian river. Furthermore I am told by irrigation engi-
neers that it would have needed to run uphill to reach the
Tigris, and that its surplus must always, as it does at present,
have evaporated in the great depression west of Samarra.*

In any case the water of the Tharthar seems to have been
sufficient to sustain at the time of Trajan a very large city,
with a line of its own kings who were considered to be * of
Arabian stock'. The enclosure wall, which was circular, had
a circumference of three miles. In the centre was the myste-
rious temple-palace, much of which still stands, a rare example
of Parthian architecture.

Leaving Hatra, Trajan reached the Euphrates and made
contact with a second fleet which had meanwhile descended
that liver. In this he sailed down to Babylon, and then, since
the Tigris fleet had apparently been abandoned, transferred
his ships from one river to the other ' on rollers'.

All the time, Osroes, the Parthian king, had kept at a

*My first visit to Hatra was on a fine spring day in 1939, and I was
accompanied by a squadron of touring cars full of stout Shammar sheikhs.
Although the Tharthar was in spate they were not satisfied that it was
impassable until a negro servant, whom they tied to a rope and sent into
ths water, was carried expostulating downstream. A bridge is now
being built which will benefit tourists, as well as the Sharnmar flocks.